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“PHARMACIST:

YOUR PARTNER IN HEALTH”

Pharmacy is defined as the art, practice, or profession of preparing, preserving,
compounding, and dispensing medical drugs.

That is what most of you see in our profession.

Many of you, may not even know that our profession exists in various sectors, and
the Lebanese Order of Pharmacists is seizing the occasion of the World
Pharmacists Day on September 25, to introduce you more to the pharmacy
profession.

Academia

Whether it is teaching, researching, practising or a mix of all three, academic
pharmacists enjoy exciting careers in universities, research institutes....

Some teacher practitioners spend on average around 60% of their time
working in hospital, community or industrial pharmacy and the other 40% of
the time as a pharmacy teacher or lecturer.

Research work goes from drug design through to the provision of pharmacy
services.

Put simply, academic pharmacists are involved in a variety of exciting roles,
going from teaching and educating to research and helping people improve
their lives.

Community

This is the section most of you treat with often.

A community pharmacist works at the frontline of healthcare system. He is in
direct contact with you.

A community pharmacist helps anyone who approaches him, assessing their
conditions and guiding them for consultation as and if needed. He is involved in
offering patients advice and practical help on keeping healthy and dispensing
medicines.

A community pharmacist is also a therapy management healthcare provider and
a health consultant. On top of this he is available at least 12 hours a day and
receives you without any appointment, he is also your last security checkpoint for
the treatment and the follow-up.

Hospital

Hospital pharmacists are part of a team where the focus is firmly on patients.
Hospital pharmacy department is involved in many areas. Like doctors, in some
hospitals, pharmacists regularly attend rounds in floors and are involved in
selecting treatments for patients. Aside from working on the wards, the pharmacist
in a hospital manages and takes care of patients with all types of conditions,
provides information on medicines and manages the purchase of medicines for
the whole hospital.

Some pharmacists specialize in specific areas such as blood, kidneys, respiratory
medicine, heart diseases, urinary, diabetes, stomach and intestines, infectious
diseases, children and care of the elderly.

Industry

Industrial pharmacists do many things but they are mainly involved in the research
and development of new medicines and ensuring their safety and quality.

Imagine how rewarding it would be to be part of a team responsible for creating and
marketing a drug that helps millions of people all over the world!

Pharmacist could also be involved in the quality checking process as a Qualified
Person (QP) with a highly responsible job checking that the medicines the company
manufactures have the correct ingredients and in the right amounts.
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Medical Laboratory
Biology pharmacists are specialized in Clinical Biology.
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Their work consists of testing blood, body fluids, and tissues for evidence of

illness and disease which helps the doctor in the diagnosis.

Work settings include hospital and private laboratories, research and
development companies, sales and marketing departments for medical services

and instrumentation, and educational institutions.

Medical Promotion

Medical Promotion, being the major part of marketing of pharmaceutical
products, is reserved, by law, to pharmacists and physicians. In this
profession, the pharmacist is responsible of providing the scientific information
on a specific product and/or disease in a transparent, accurate and timely way
to enable healthcare providers to take advantage of what is achieved in

medical science.

Regulatory Affairs and Importation

Also called government affairs, in which pharmacists have responsibilities in
the following areas: ensuring that their companies comply with all regulations
and laws, working with regulatory agencies and personnel on specific issues,
advising their companies on the regulatory aspects and climate that would
affect proposed activities and ensuring that medicines submitted by drug

companies are safe before they can be manufactured and marketed.

A complementary section is the importation of pharmaceuticals, which will
ensure the supply and availability of the products, as registered, on the market.

Other Sectors

Pharmacists form an important part of the working teams at public and
governmental institutions like the Ministry of Health, the National Social Security

Funds...

As a conclusion, the pharmacist is your shield. He is the last healthcare

professional you are in touch with.

Even if you do not see him in some sectors of the pharmacy profession, he is an
important player in the healthcare system. He is there watching over your health.
He manages your treatment in the community and in the hospital, making sure
there are no medical errors or drug interactions. He has also a role in the
cost-minimization of your treatment. He plays an important role in research,
development and industry. He is also the one to ensure the pharmaceutical

product is not treated as a regular commodity.

But above all, the pharmacist is your guarantee for an optimized treatment and

the best care.

In brief, the pharmacist is your partner in health.
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